21/ 20. Governance of the United Nations Environnment Programme and
i mpl enent ati on of General Assenbly resolution 53/242

The Governi ng Council,

Recalling its decisions 19/32 of 4 April 1997 and 20/17 of 5 February 1999 as
wel | as General Assenbly resolutions 53/242 of 28 July 1999, 55/162 of 14
Decenber 2000, 55/198 of 20 Decenber 2000, 55/199 of 20 Decenber 2000 and

55/ 200 of 20 Decenber 2000

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 55/200, by which the
General Assenbly, inter alia, underscored the need for sufficient financial
resources, on a stable and predictable basis, to ensure the ful
i npl enentation of the mandate of the United Nations Environment Programre, in
particular with a viewto ensuring its strong involvenent in the preparatory
process for the ten-year review of progress achieved in the inplenentation of
the outcone of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

(a) Governance of the United Nations Environment Programre, including
governance aspects of General Assenbly resol ution 53/242

1. Resol ves to continue strengthening the role of the Governing

Council/d obal Mnisterial Environment Forum as the policy organ of the United
Nat i ons Environnent Progranme, the |eading global environnental authority that
sets the gl obal environnental agenda, pronotes the coherent inplenentation of
t he environnental dinension of sustainable devel opnment within the United
Nat i ons system and serves an authoritative advocate for the gl oba

envi ronnent ;

2. Invites the regional mnisterial environment forums to provide the
Governing Council/d obal Mnisterial Environment Forumwi th their respective
views on policy issues in the field of the environnent, and to consider the
out cone of the Governing Council/d obal Mnisterial Environnent Forum thereby
ensuring interaction between the two;

3. Deci des, subject to the availability of an offer froma host country, to
hold its sessions in alternate years in the United Nations regions, where
possi ble, on a rotational basis, in keeping with the spirit of its decision
20/ 17 of 5 February 1999;

4, Calls upon Governnents in a position to do so to provide financia
resources to facilitate participation of environnent mnisters and ot her
officials from devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in transition
in all neetings of the Governing Council/d obal Mnisterial Environnment Forum

5. Deci des, follow ng the successful conpletion by the H gh-level Conmmttee
of Mnisters and Oficials of the role entrusted to it in Governing Counci
decision 19/32 of 4 April 1997 on the governance of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme, and with appreciation for its work, to discontinue the
Hi gh-Level Conmittee of Mnisters and Oficials;

6. Deci des, that the proceedings of the Conmittee of Pernmanent
Representati ves shall be conducted in all official |anguages follow ng the
installation of full interpretation services in Nairobi



7. Requests the Executive Director to provide all docunmentation for a
session of the Governing Council to the Committee of Pernanent Representatives
ei ght weeks in advance of the session and that the Committee endeavour to
finish its work four weeks prior to the actual Governing Council session

8. Requests the Executive Director to notify designated focal points for
the United Nations Environment Programe of upconing neetings and, as
practical, of the invitees;

(b) | mpl enent ati on of other aspects of General Assenbly resolution 53/242

9. Wel conmes the recent comencenent of the work of the Environmenta
Managenent Group of the United Nations;

10. Invites the Environnental Managenent Group to publish a benchmark report
on progress in its work at a regular interval to be agreed upon by the G oup

11. Urges the Secretary-CGeneral to take neasures to secure adequate hunan
and financial resources required for the proper functioning of the secretari at
of the Environnmental Managenment G oup;

12. Further invites Governments in a position to do so to contribute in
support of the functioning of the Environmental Managenent Group and its
secretari at;

13. Recal s the authority and nandate of the United Nations Environnment
Programme to pronbte the integration of the environmental aspects of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent into the work of the United Nations system and
enphasi zes the inportance of practical and efficient execution of this
aut hority;

14. Invites, in this context, the Executive Director to approach rel evant
organi zations within the United Nations systemwth the proposal to nake a
joint review of their roles in the environnment area, ainmng at identifying and
anal ysing the need for strengthened coordination and cooperation, in order to
avoi d unnecessary duplication

15. Encourages the Executive Director to strengthen the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranme’s col |l aboration with the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) in areas of nutual interest through, inter alia, joint
proj ects and conpl enentary programmes of action

16. Requests the Executive Director to continue efforts to enhance policy
coherence and synergy anong international legal instrunents related to

envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent at both inter-agency and

i ntergovernnental |evels;

17. Urges the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the necessary resources fromthe
regul ar budget of the United Nations to the United Nations Environment
Programme for the bi ennium 2002-2003, in accordance with current budgetary
practices, and to consider other ways of |ending support to the strengthening
of the United Nations Environnent Programe, in view of preparations for and
the outcone of the Wirld Sunmit on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent;



18. Calls upon the Executive Director to pronote further internationa
action to enhance synergy between the progranmmes of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Progranmme and nultilateral environnmental conventions, with ful
respect for the status of the secretariats of the conventions and the

aut ononmous deci si on-naki ng prerogatives of the conferences of the parties to
t he conventions concerned, including streamining of reporting, capacity-
buil ding and other actions ained at the inplenentation of Agenda 21

19. Encourages conferences of parties to the nultilateral environnenta
conventions to involve, as appropriate, the Environnental Managenent G oup in
enhanci ng conpl enentarities anong them while respecting their autononous

nat ure;

20. Supports the enhancenent that has taken place of the role of the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme as an i npl enenti ng agency of d obal Environnment
Facility in securing Facility funding for the progranme priorities of those
nultilateral environnent conventions for which the Facility serves as a
financi ng nmechani sm

21. Encourages the Executive Director to take further steps to pronote the
engagenment of the private sector in addressing environnental chall enges, inter
alia through the pronotion of environmental reporting, voluntary codes of
conduct, cleaner production and the transfer of environnentally sound

t echnol ogi es;

22. Notes with appreciation the establishment of the Cvil Society and Non-
governmental Organizations Unit within the secretariat of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progr anme;

23. Calls for the pronpt strengthening of the capacity and capability of the
United Nations Environment Programme in the areas of information, the

noni toring and assessnent of global and regional environmental trends and
early warning information on threats, so as to catal yse and pronote

i nternational cooperation and action in these areas;

24, Requests the Executive Director to ensure that capacity building and
techni cal assistance, in particular with respect to institutiona

strengt hening in devel oping countries, as well as research and scientific
studies in the field of environnent nust renain inportant conponents of the
wor k progranme of the United Nations Environnent Progranme, and al so stresses
in this regard the need for adequate financial resources;

25. Requests the Executive Director to report to it at its twenty-second
session on the inplenmentation of the present decision

21/ 21. International environnental governance
The Governi ng Council,

Underlining the inmportance of the World Summit on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent to
be held in 2002 to review the outconme of the United Nations Conference on



Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, to reinvigorate the global commitnent to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and, as a critical opportunity to advance

i nternational cooperation for sustainable devel opnent on the basis of concrete
conmtrents at the highest |evel,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 55/200 in which the Assenbly stressed
the inmportant role that the United Nations Environnent Progranme has to play
in the ten year review of progress achieved in the inplenentation of the

out conme of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Recal ling the Nairobi Declaration in which the role of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programme is confirned as the | eading gl obal environnenta
authority that sets the global environnental agenda, that pronotes the
coherent inplenentation of the environnental dinension of sustainable
devel opnent within the United Nations systemand that serves as an

aut horitative advocate for the global environment,

Wel coming efforts already nmade to realise the objectives of the Nairob

Decl aration, as well as the inplenentation of General Assenbly resolution

53/ 242 and the subsequent establishnment of the @ obal Mnisterial Environnment
Forum the Environnental Managenent G oup and the strengthening of the United
Nations O fice at Nairobi

Recogni zi ng that these reforns constitute first steps in a process of
necessary stream ining and strengthening of the systemof internationa

envi ronnent al governance including in the context of sustainable devel opnent
with the objective of enhancing policy coherence and i npl enentati on,

Enphasi zi ng that stable, predictable and adequate funding is a prerequisite
for inmproved governance and should constitute a central aspect of
del i berations on inproving international environmental governance,

Recal | ing the recommendations fromthe Malmd Mnisterial Declaration that the
2002 conference should review the requirenents for a greatly strengthened
institutional structure for international environnental governance based on an
assessnent of future needs for an institutional architecture that has the
capacity to effectively address wi de-ranging environnental threats in a
globalizing world, and that United Nations Environment Programe's role in
this regard should be strengthened and its financial base broadened and nmde
nore predictable,

1. Calls upon the United Nations Environment Programre and nenber
governments of the United Nations and its specialised agencies to intensify
efforts to inplenment General Assenbly resolution 53/242 as a basis for further
i nstitutional strengthening;

2. Deci des to establish an open-ended |Intergovernnental Group of mnisters
or their representatives, with the Executive Director as an ex-officio nenber,
to undertake a conprehensive policy-oriented assessnent of existing
institutional weaknesses as well as future needs and options for strengthened
i nternational environnental governance, including the financing of the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme, with a view to presenting a report containing
anal ysis and options to the next session of the Governing Council/d oba

M ni sterial Environment Forum



3. Requests the Conmmttee of Permanent Representatives as the subsidiary
body of the Governing Council/d obal Mnisterial Environnmental Forumto
provide its due contribution to this process in an expeditious manner

4, Requests the Executive Director, in consultation with governnents to
review the state of international environnental governance and el aborate a
report to be submtted to the Intergovernnental Group at its first neeting

5. Deci des that the process should benefit fromincorporating the views and
perspectives of other United Nations entities, international financial
institutions, expert institutions, major groups, and individuals outside the
United Nations system

6. Deci des that the next session of the Governing Council/d oba

M ni sterial Environnment Forum shoul d undertake in depth discussion of the
report with a viewto providing its input on future requirenents of

i nternational environmental governance in the broader context of nultilatera
efforts for sustainable developnent to the tenth session of the Comi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment acting as the preparatory body for the World Summt on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment at its neeting at the Mnisterial level in May 2002 as
a contribution to the Wirld Sunmt on Sustainabl e Devel opnent;

7. Requests the President of the Governing Council to informthe
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, at its first session as the preparatory
body of the Wirld Summt on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, of this decision of the
Council and of the views expressed by Mnisters of the Environnment on
i nternational environnental governance at this session of the Governing
Counci | / G obal M nisterial Environment Forum

8. Requests the Executive Director to seek additional financial resources
fromgovernnents in a position to contribute to supporting this process in
particular to facilitate the participation of devel oping country
representatives.



