
Nairobi Declaration  

The Nairobi Declaration was agreed by ministers of the environment and 
heads of delegation attending the nineteenth session of the Governing 
Council held during January & February, 1997. The declaration defining 
the future role and mandate of UNEP was endorsed by the special session 
of the United Nations General Assembly held in New York in June, 1997.  

The Heads of Delegation declare:  

1. That the United Nations Environment Programme has been and should continue to be 
the principal United Nations body in the field of the environment and that we, the 
ministers of the environment and heads of delegation attending the nineteenth session of 
the Governing Council, are determined to play a stronger role in the implementation of 
the goals and objectives of the United Nations Environment Programme;  

2. That the role of the United Nations Environment Programme is to be the leading global 
environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, that promotes the 
coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development 
within the United Nations system and that serves as an authoritative advocate for the 
global environment;  

3. That to this end, we reaffirm the continuing relevance of the mandate of the United 
Nations Environment Programme deriving from General Assembly resolution 2997 
(XXVII) of 15 December 1972 and further elaborated by Agenda 21. The core elements 
of the focused mandate of the revitalized United Nations Environment Programme should 
be the following:  

a) To analyse the state of the global environment and assess global and regional 
environmental trends, provide policy advice, early warning information on environmental 
threats, and to catalyse and promote international cooperation and action, based on the 
best scientific and technical capabilities available;  

b) To further the development of its international environmental law aiming at 
sustainable development, including the development of coherent interlinkages among 
existing international environmental conventions;  

c) To advance the implementation of agreed international norms and policies, to monitor 
and foster compliance with environmental principles and international agreements and 
stimulate cooperative action to respond to emerging environmental challenges;  

d) To strengthen its role in the coordination of environmental activities in the United 
Nations system in the field of the environment, as well as its role as an Implementing 
Agency of the Global Environment Facility, based on its comparative advantage and 
scientific and technical expertise;  



e) To promote greater awareness and facilitate effective cooperation among all sectors of 
society and actors involved in the implementation of the international environmental 
agenda, and to serve as an effective link between the scientific community and policy 
makers at the national and international levels;  

f) To provide policy and advisory services in key areas of institution-building to 
Governments and other relevant institutions  
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